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Organic Dairy Farmers Are Outraged at the Alleged “Willful” Violation of Organic Rules by Aurora Organic Dairy
The Federation Of Organic Dairy Farmers (FOOD Farmers) condemns Aurora Organic Dairy for placing the integrity of the USDA Organic seal at risk and threatening the future sustainability of family farms. Aurora Organic Dairy’s alleged actions conflict with the purpose of the Organic Food Protection Act (OFPA) “to assure consumers that organically produced products meet a consistent standard.” 
FOOD Farmers are pleased that, on August 30th 2007, the NOP released information regarding the investigation of the complaint filed by The Cornucopia Institute on November 9th 2005. By conducting the investigation, releasing the results of that investigation dated March 7, 2007 and publishing the letter of proposed revocation dated April 16, 2007, the NOP has shown the transparency so necessary for the continued consumer confidence in the program. However, organic dairy farmers are severely disappointed that the result was a Consent Agreement that lacked logic, precedent and transparency. The Consent Agreement neither upholds the allegations against AOD nor dismisses them, but continues to fan the flames of controversy surrounding their operations. 

 “We thank the staff of the NOP program for fulfilling the investigative requirements of the program and publishing the results of their work,” said Steve Morrison, Maine farmer and President of Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA), “In the future the USDA should act more quickly and decisively to protect the many family farms and businesses that rely on the USDA Organic seal for their livelihood.”
The NOP Organic seal assures an independent, third party certification for organic dairy operations and is size neutral. Just as there should be no discrimination within the organic program as to size of operation and ownership structure, there needs to be one criterion for enforcement of the standards. Many smaller operations have been de-certified over the years for less than the 14 alleged “willful” violations cited by the NOP against AOD. There should be no preferential treatment for any operation to use their influence and resources to negotiate a Consent Agreement that undermines the credibility of the enforcement of the Organic certification process. 

FOOD Farmers believe it is solely the responsibility of USDA accredited agencies to verify that the organic food standards have been met and, in this case, the USDA NOP has raised questions about the competency of one of the two certifying agencies. USDA NOP did not fulfill its responsibility to monitor the practices of its accredited certifier and FOOD Farmers request that farmers, processors and other certifiers take responsibility for policing our industry to maintain the confidence of the consumers in the third party certification of the Organic Seal.
“This is a critical time for the organic dairy industry,” says Darlene Coehoorn, Wisconsin farmer and President of the Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (MODPA), “and we need the USDA and their accredited certifiers to apply the rules equally and consistently in order to maintain the integrity of the organic seal as the only independent, third party certification program for organic dairy products.”
FOOD Farmers have sent a letter to the USDA requesting they scrupulously monitor the production and handling activities at all Aurora Organic Dairy operations. They urge the USDA NOP to immediately revoke Aurora Organic Dairy’s certification if there is any evidence that that AOD is not meeting any of the conditions of the Consent Agreement or have any future violations. The USDA NOP has rejected Aurora’s position that cows producing milk are exempt from the requirement that they need to be eating pasture. FOOD Farmers assert the consumers right to know where their organic milk comes from particularly in the faceless market of store brand products that can deny the consumer transparency and accountability. 

“We need to guarantee that the consumer can trace the origin of their dairy products back to the farm that produced the milk,” said California organic dairy producer and Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA) President Tony Azevedo, “I can show visitors to my farm where my milk comes from and where it is sold. That’s organic integrity.”
FOOD Farmers letter of protest to the USDA acting secretary can be accessed by going to www.nodpa.com .
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Federation Of Organic Dairy Producers (FOOD Farmers)

The Federation Of Organic Dairy Producers is an umbrella group for the three regional organic dairy farmer organizations: Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA), Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Association (MODPA), and Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA) and represent over 800 organic dairy farmers across the country.
FOOD Farmers anticipated this problem and have repeatedly asked the USDA NOP to adopt the following recommendations as part of their proposed rulemaking. 

Clarification of the access to Pasture standards

1. Organic dairy livestock over 6 months of age must graze on pasture during the months of the year when pasture can provide edible forage. 

2. The grazed feed must provide significant intake for all milking-age organic dairy cows. At a minimum, an average of 30% of the dry matter intake each year must come from grazed pasture during the region’s growing season, which will be no less than 120 days per year.  

3. Temporary exemption from pasture may be allowed because of: 
i. Conditions under which the health, safety, or well-being of the animal could be jeopardized, including to restore the health of an individual animal or to prevent the spread of disease from an infected animal to other animals.

ii. Short term inclement weather. 

iii. Temporary conditions which pose a risk to soil and water quality.

iv. In no case will temporary confinement and exemption from this pasture standard be allowed as a continuous production system.

The measurement of the consumption of dry matter from grazed pasture will be calculated based on the daily dry matter intake from grazing averaged over the total time period grazed per year.
Organic Dairy Herd replacements

Once an operation has been certified for organic dairy production, all dairy replacement animals, including all young stock whether subsequently born on or brought onto the operation, shall be under organic management from the last third of gestation prior to the animal’s birth.

If they had already adopted this access to pasture standard and one universal rule for organic dairy replacements, certifiers and producers would have no doubt as to the practices they need to follow.
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