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Access to Pasture Rule for Organic Livestock provides hope for organic family farms and a guarantee of integrity for the organic consumer 

For Immediate Release

Deerfield, MA: The Federation of Organic Dairy Farmers (FOOD Farmers) congratulates USDA for listening to farmers and others in the organic dairy community and publishing a practical and implementable Final Rule that ensures there are enforceable standards for all organic dairy farms to have their cows on pasture.

 Nearly four years after a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Organic Program (NOP) Pasture Symposium, USDA has published a Final Rule to clarify the access to pasture requirement for organic livestock and FOOD Farmers gives it their full approval. FOOD Farmers has been leading the fight for quantifiable standards which can be summarized as “a minimum 30% dry matter intake (DMI) from pasture, averaged over the full grazing season, with the grazing season ranging from 121 to 365 days.”
“This Final Rule provides the clear, defined, specific language needed for enforcement of one of the central tenets of organically produced livestock—that organic livestock spend a considerable part of their lives in their natural pasture habitat and receive a significant portion of their food needs from fresh, green, growing pasture,” said Henry Perkins, Maine organic dairy farmer and President of the Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA).
California organic dairy producer and Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA) President Tony Azevedo applauded the publication of the Final Rule, “The rulemaking is long overdue, and producers and processors need the clarity in the rule to plan for the future and to continue ensuring the integrity of organic certification for the consumer. We will work with USDA on immediate implementation and enforcement.”

“This is a critical time for the organic dairy industry,” says Darlene Coehoorn, Wisconsin farmer and President of the Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (MODPA), “and we need the USDA to help us maintain the integrity of the organic seal as the only independent, third party certification program for dairy products. This Final rule has the specificity and detail that we need to have a level playing field across the country and, combined with the educational workshops that NOP is running, we are confident of quick and immediate implementation.”  
The Final Rule provides measurable and verifiable pasture grazing standards, clearly prohibiting drylots and feedlots, and strengthening the role that the organic systems plan plays in organic certification. The rule emphasizes that pasture has to be managed as a crop with a clear pasture plan and that farmers shall provide “year round access for all animals to the outdoors, shade, shelter, exercise areas…” and during the grazing season, farmers shall provide not less than 30% of cow’s diet from pasture.
“Overall this rule puts the consumers first and requires a high standard for organic dairy products labeled as organic,” said Kathie Arnold, New York organic dairy farmer and immediate past President of NODPA, “This proposed rule has the specificity that family farmers asked for and we welcome the opportunity to work with the USDA to implement and enforce the Rule. As President of NODPA, I worked with Ed Maltby in a truly collaborative effort that attracted many organizations to sign on to our recommendations in the knowledge that the producers across the country had authored the document. We see this as a positive example of what can be achieved in working together to ensure the integrity of the organic seal with clear regulatory language based on practical farmers needs. We will continue to work with the NOP to assist with implementation of this rule and work on the publication of a proposed rule on the origin of livestock.”  
##

For more information on the Access to Pasture Final Rule: http://nodpa.com/pasture_rule.shtml 
The Federation Of Organic Dairy Farmers (FOOD Farmers), is the umbrella organization of the Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA), the Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (MODPA), and the Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA), and represents over two thirds of organic dairy farmers across the country. 

Western Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (WODPA) mission is to preserve, protect, and 
ensure the sustainability and integrity of organic dairy farming across the west reflecting the input from an extremely broad cross section of the organic community.
Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (NODPA)

NODPA represents 820 organic dairy farmers in the East of the USA. The mission of the Northeast Organic Dairy Producers Alliance is to enable organic dairy family farmers, situated across an extensive area, to have informed discussion about matters critical to the well being of the organic dairy industry as a whole, with particular emphasis on:

1. Establishing a fair and sustainable price for their product at the wholesale level.

2. Promoting ethical, ecological and economically sustainable farming practices.

3. Developing networks with producers and processors of other organic commodities to strengthen the infrastructure within the industry.

4.    Establishing open dialogue with organic dairy processors and retailers in order to better influence producer pay price and to contribute to marketing efforts.

Midwest Organic Dairy Producers Alliance (MODPA) mission is to promote communication and networking for the betterment of all Midwest dairy producers and enhance a sustainable farmgate price.

FOOD Farmers


Federation Of Organic Dairy Farmers










