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Message from the NODPA
President

he approach of Groundhog Day triggers a few things

to happen on our farm. First, it is the time every year

when we assess our forage inventory. In these north-
ern areas, the first of February is considered the halfway mark
of the feeding season. So we count the round bales, assess the
small squares in the hay mow, and eyeball the high-moisture
corn in the bag.

Second, we look at the stack of things we had planned to do
“when we will have all that time” during the winter, and gasp
as we realize that most are still in the pile. The great books we
intended to get to, the knitting and sewing projects, the engine
that was torn apart, the tractor that needs paint.

And third, we realize that it’s time for our annual organic
certification renewal. I have to admit to a love/hate relation-
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ship with my certifier. I certainly champion their mission to
maintain integrity in organic standards, but I quietly wish that
the paperwork would not be so burdensome. Every year, they
ask what they could do to streamline forms, to minimize the
paperwork. And I honestly don’t have any good suggestions.
How can they determine if we are doing our job of producing
quality, organic food for our consumers if they don’t get all
this information? I suppose that it is much like mucking out
calf pens - just one of those unpleasant jobs that you just get
through.

But going back to the beginning, if a forage inventory is

your way of celebrating Groundhog Day, remember that the
drought hit many producers pretty hard, and good feed is
scarce this year. So if you find yourself with extra feed to sell,
let your organic neighbors know or post it on ODairy:
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From the NODPA Desk:
Januaray 2017

By Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director

I would like to thank everyone who has sent money in response
to our appeal, plus all of our advertisers who continue to support
the work of NODPA through our print and multimedia advertise-
ments. This year we failed to qualify for a Farm Aid grant that has
been used in the past to assist with our advocacy work and ensur-
ing that the farmer voice in Washington DC is at least heard. In
the uncertainty of the upcoming administration, where the USDA
Secretary is the last of the Cabinet picks to be named and there is
even more of a need to educate Congress on the needs of organic
producers, NODPAS voice at the table is even more important. So
please keep sending the money; we are probably the most efficient
organization on use of resources, and our priorities are very clear
and easy to understand — the welfare of organic dairy producers
and their families.

There is no new news about Group Danone’s acquisition of
White Wave but a great deal of interest from investment analysts
in how the organic market works. We do understand that the
Department of Justice (DOJ) has met with lawyers from both
parties and that the DOJ is seeking more information from
organic processing and distribution specialist. With no public
process, there can only be gossip and speculation about what the
DOJ is looking at, but divestment of the Stonyfield yogurt and
milk brand is definitely on the table as a possible mitigation of the
monopsony market position.

There appears to be no ‘end of administration’ push for the Animal
Welfare Final Rule to be published, nor the Origin of Livestock,
Aquaculture Proposed Rule and the Import Certificates necessary
to try to slow down non-compliant grain imports. The Organic
Checkoft is still in Agency Review’ with the current Secretary

of Agriculture noting that there is significant opposition within
industry to it. NOP has done nothing about hydroponics, not even
a moratorium to stem the explosion of product on the market. The
NOSB meeting came and went with a great deal of excellent dis-
cussion, some wonderful analysis and many good intentions about
the future. The biggest problem is that the present is very scary for
many organic producers and ranchers. Their only protection for
their future is a strong USDA label that is unique in the market-
place for its practices and enforcement. Twelve years of waiting for
something as important as an Origin of Livestock regulation is a
very dangerous precedent for the sustainability of small to mid-size
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organic operations when we look at import problems and hydro-

ponics.

We tried to publish an article on the topic of ‘Forecasting for the
Future: A discussion with the Leaders in the Northeast Organic
Milk Market but had only a couple of responses. Many of those
invited to answer were cautioned about their responses because of
the various acquisition and mergers in the organic dairy industry
currently in progress. Below are the questions that we asked:

o Surplus or not in the Northeast for Organic Milk?

+ Is demand strong for farmgate milk in the Northeast/New
England, and what expectations are there for 2017-2018?

 With White Wave being acquired by Danone, CROPP
forming a joint venture with Dean, and General Mills work-
ing directly with CROPP to transition a dedicated supply,
what is next for organic milk buyers?

« What is the future for imports and exports of organic dairy
products? And, how will this impact pay price?

o Where will Grass Milk settle in the market?

o Was 2016 financially a good year and how will 2017 com-
pare?

o What is a sustainable pay price for the Northeast/New
England?

» What is the capacity for processing organic milk in the
Northeast? Is it profitable for processors so that they will
expand their capacity for organic processing?

« Isita viable option to calculate pay price based on costs of
production plus a return on investment and a family wage
equivalent to a management status? How price sensitive is
consumer and manufacturer demand for organic milk and
by products?

The limited number of responses to these questions highlights the
current lack of real time communication and information flow
among all sectors of the organic milk market. Accessing real time
information is critical for organic dairy farm families because it
allows for better decision making and planning for the future.
Passing along old news or almost outdated information won't help
farmers do their jobs. Its more important than ever that we sup-
port the flow of information through timely, direct communication
from processors and via forums such as Odairy, and to participate
in discussions that encourage all sectors of the organic dairy in-
dustry to work together to share critical, real time information that
helps the industry thrive. 4
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Highlights of the NOSB Meeting

Compiled by Ed Maltby from reports by National Organic
Coalition and the Accredited Certifiers Association

he USDA National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) met

for its Fall Meeting Nov 16 -18th, 2016 in St. Louis, MO.

The Agenda was packed full with many presentations
including the: NOP Update, National List Materials Update, Na-
tional Organic Program Peer Review Report and NOP Response,
and the State of Organic Seed Report. The above reports can be
found on the NOSB Website page at: https://www.ams.usda.gov/
event/nosb-fall-2016-meeting-st-louis-mo

Highlights of the NOP Update included:

o Organic Livestock and Poultry Practices Final Rule is in
Inter-agency review at Office of Information and Regula-
tory Affairs (OIRA), Office of Management and Budget
(OMB)

« Organic Aquaculture Proposed Rule is in Inter-agency
review at Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
(OIRA)

o Origin of Livestock is under development, but not for 2016

« The following Proposed Rules are completed and awaiting
space in the Regulatory Process: Apiculture, Pet Food &
Import Certificates

o Classification of Materials Final Guidance and Materials for
Use in Crop Production (recently published)

o The following Draft Guidance Documents are in process:
Grower Groups, Calculation of Ingredients (recently pub-
lished), Import Requirements, Materials Used in Livestock
Production

The November NOSB Meeting was the last meeting for the
following Board Members.

o Harold Austin, Handler Representative
o Carmela Beck, Producer Representative
o Tracy Favre, Environmentalist Representative
o Jean Richardson, Consumer Representative
o Zea Sonnabend, Scientist Representative
The following officers were elected for the 2017 Board:

Tom Chapman, Chair; Ashley Swaffar, Vice-Chair; Jesse Buie,
Secretary.

Miles McEvoy, NOP Deputy Administrator, announced that the
following new NOSB Members would begin work in January 2017:

e Ms. Joelle Mosso, Fresno, CA :
Product Line Manager at Olam International
Master’s in Food Science & Microbiology

Organic Handler seat

+ Ms. Sue Baird, Bunceton, Missouri:
Executive Director of the Missouri Organic Association,
dba Mid-America Organic Association, inspector, reviewer,
and consultant
Consumer Interest seat

« Dr. Asa Bradman, Berkeley, CA :
School of Public Health, University of CA Berkeley, Associ-
ate Director of the Center for Environmental Research and
Children’s Health
Environmental Protection and Resource Conservation Seat

+ Dr. David Mortensen, State College, PA:
Professor of Weed and Applied Plant Ecology at PSU
PhD in crop science and soil
Scientist seat

o Mr. Steve Ela, Hotchkiss, Colorado: Silver Spruce Partners,
dba Ela Family Farm
Master’s in soil science
Organic Farmer seat

Ela Family Farm is a fourth generation organic fruit farm
located on the western slope of the Rocky Mountains out-
side of Hotchkiss, Colorado. The ninety-nine acre organic
fruit farm is dedicated to growing peaches, apples, pears
and cherries. All their products are certified organic and are
only made from fruit grown on the family farm. They don’t
add any sugar or other flavorings to their apple sauces, fruit
butters, and cider. For their jams, they use a reduced sugar
recipe. Fruit gift packs are shipped throughout the country,
sold directly at farmers markets on the Front Range, and
sold wholesale to specialty food stores and gourmet restau-
rants throughout Colorado.

Livestock Committee

Ivermectin (CAS # 70288-86-7) was removed from the National
List as an emergency treatment so can no longer be used by or-
ganic livestock producers. Producers can still use Moxidectin and
Fenbenzadole when synthetic parasiticides are the only answer to
broad infestation. What is still lacking is a definition for a ‘live-
stock emergency’ which is interpreted very differently by many
certifiers, especially when we are looking at goats and sheep. For
dairy cows there should be no reason for synthetic parasiticides
use and the only exception may be for young breeding stock that
are grazing infected pastures.

NODPA has suggested the following definition of livestock emer-
gency in its comments to NOSB and USDA.
Definition of livestock emergency:

An urgent, non-routine situation in which the organic system
plan’s preventive measures and veterinary biologics are proven,
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Substance List Proposed By Seconded by Result
Section
Motion to remove Ivermectin Remowved from
205.603 Jean Richardson | Harriet Behar | National List
Motion to classify Aluminum NA
sulfate as synthetic Classified in
Crops Ashley Swaffar Harriet Behar
Motion to add aluminum sulfate Jean Mot added to National
205.603 Ashley Swaffar Richardson List
Motion to classify sodium Passed
bisulfate as synthetic Ashley Swaffar | Harriet Behar
Motion to add sodium bisulfate Not added to National
205.603 Ashley Swaffar Tracy Favre List
Motion to classify acid-activated Passed
bentonite as synthetic Ashley Swaffar Tracy Favre
Motion to add acid-activated Not added to the
bentonite - as petitioned 2053603 | Ashley Swaffar Tracy Favre National List

by laboratory analysis and visual inspection, to be inadequate to
prevent illness or to alleviate pain and suffering, a producer must
administer the emergency treatment (§205.238(c)(7)). Organic
certification will be retained provided, that, such treatments are
allowed under § 205.603 and the organic system plan is changed to
prevent a similar livestock emergency in individual animals or the

whole herd/flock in future years as required under §205.238(a).

Livestock Committee votes

The National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances identifies
the synthetic substances that may be used and the nonsynthetic
(natural) substances that may not be used in organic crop and

livestock production.

continued on page 25
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Resilient F'arrning fora Cl’\anging Climate

continued from page 1

California, the Southeast and the Northeast. By the beginning
of winter, wild fires were raging in the mountains of Tennessee,
and a National Weather map showed that very few parts of this
country could be considered ‘normal’. Extreme weather events
and conditions are now the new normal, and as farmers, our
challenge is increasingly to learn how to adapt, be more resilient,
and be as agile as possible in our response.

Some experts define ‘risk management’ as just another insur-
ance policy and hassle, but we prefer to see risk management as
a response plan, a systematic and strategic approach of planning
ahead to prepare for the unexpected.

Fortunately, most of the factors that make farms more resilient
are the same factors that make farms more productive, more in-
dependent, and ultimately more sustainable. We always have the
tendency of farming with last year’s variables, but regardless of
what 2017 brings, these resilience principles will help minimize
our risk and increase our ability to adapt.

days and you will see articles on soil health. Many labs
@ and universities are developing soil health tools to assess
the chemical, physical and biological conditions in a soil sample
for a ‘soil health’ score. It seems that everyone is an expert on soil
health, or at least, they have figured out how to use this catchy
term to sell something!

1 SOIL HEALTH - Pick up any farm magazine these

The Martens Family

But, in a nation where ‘health care’ means ‘disease care’ with pre-
cious little legitimate ‘health promotion, the same is true with soil.
The promotion of soil health is not in the myriad of products you
can buy. It is in the things you do, the health-promoting practices
you use, always holding this core truth in mind: while soil chemi-
cal, physical and biological characteristics are all important, but the
greatest of these, and the most responsive, is biological.

Tend the microbial life in your soil carefully and mindfully. Give
them (1) nutrient-rich food from cover crops, compost and crop
residue (2) a safe clean home with good water infiltration, little
erosion and ample soil air through improved drainage, reduced
tillage and judicious application of nutrients, and above all, (3)
don’t kill them with pesticides!

There will come a day when our descendants shake their heads in
astonishment that American agriculture thought it wise to douse
the soil with highly toxic poisons where we grow food. Pesti-
cides are fairly indiscriminate in what they kill, even herbicides
are known to be toxic to bacteria and fungi, as is nitrate fertilizer.
A rule of thumb: if you wouldn't pour it on your children (with
the possible exception of manure!), then it probably should not
be poured on your soil microbes.

New research out of the University of New Hampshire shows that
the soil microbial population is the primary source of stable soil

organic matter. In the past, some scientists and biotech/chemical
industry apologists have claimed that the best way to increase soil
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Cultivate - cultivate - cultivate!

Weeds are easy to desiccate but hard to suffocate

Aggressive cultivation does not hurt crops

Weeders are very effective

Weeds have big roots but small tops

Take advantage of the opportunity to cultivate crops

before they really need it

organic matter was by slowing down the decomposition of plants.
However, decomposing plant material turns rapidly into carbon
dioxide and is lost from the soil. A healthy, diversified microbial
population is necessary to produce chemically complex, persis-
tent soil organic matter that forms stable aggregates, open pores,
and is able to resist erosion and structural breakdown.

Overnight on May 14, 2014, unexpectedly heavy rains swelled
streams, pouring down the hills and into our little town. Debris
on stream banks washed into culverts, the blockage causing major
flooding. Many fields had just been plowed, so with little to hold
soil in place, mud washed freely into the streams, into basements,
stores, and into the lake. The amount of topsoil lost that one night
was phenomenal, but equally important was the catastrophic prop-
erty damage. It is a remarkably unpopular but undeniably true fact
that the slimy flood-mud in Mary’s office-supply store basement
came from somewhere, most likely from Jo€’s field. If Joe chooses
to farm in a way that puts Mary’s property at risk, is that not a wor-
thy topic of ‘common good’ conversation? Farmers never like to
be told how to operate their farms, but if they choose an approach
that does not resist erosion and runoff, why should they not be
held liable for property damage downstream?

A healthy soil is filled with a balanced and active diversity of
healthy microbes and cycling organic matter that will hold more
water in dry years, promote better drainage in wet years, hold
soil in place resisting erosion, prevent rampant root disease, with
strong particle aggregation to resist compaction, promote good
water infiltration, sequester carbon from the air, and provide nu-
trients to sustain good healthy crops under a variety of climatic
conditions. Seriously, what’s not to like about that?

CROP DIVERSITY - Crop diversity has so many

2 benefits. Diversity spreads out risk of weather and pest

@ damage, and distributes seasonal labor demands. It
improves financial security by avoiding putting ‘all our eggs in
one basket’ that might develop a leak. A good rotation promotes
nutrient cycling, suppresses weed growth and pest populations,
reduces erosion, increases soil water-holding capacity and re-
duces compaction. A good rotation uses our land wisely for the
full 12 months each year, rather than focusing all production and
activity in a mere 5 months. A good rotation improves agility to
adapt to the unexpected, planting and harvesting nearly every

continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

month of the year, selling crops into varied markets while enrich-
ing our soil, keeping it stable and in place, safely covered during the
winter and productive during the summer. A good crop rotation
improves both the quality of our soil and the quality of our lives.

One great thing about being an organic farmer is that we have good
strong markets for many crops, increasing our options. An example
of a possible diverse crop repertoire for the Northeast is this:

Spring-Planted Crops

« row crops - corn, soybeans, field peas, dry beans, sunflower,

flax, lentil
« small grains - oats, wheat, triticale, barley, spring spelt, einkorn

« annual forage/cover crop - pea/oat, sorghum-sudan, pea/
triticale

« cover crop - clover, yellow mustard

Provide nitrogen
Add organic matter

Suppress weed growth
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« vegetables — processing, fresh-market

Summer-Planted Crops
« buckwheat, millet, sorghum-sudangrass, sorghum

o forage radish, forage peas, cowpea, turnips with oats

Fall-Planted Crops

« small grains - wheat, barley, triticale, rye, spelt, einkorn,
emmer

« cover crops/forage - peas/oats, Austrian winter peas/triticale
Perennial Crops
(spring, summer, or frost seeded)
« Alfalfa, timothy, clovers, other pasture grasses/legumes

As the drought settled in this summer, we became very aware
that forage for our cows and the three dairy farms that we coop-
erate with would be extremely short. Second-cutting hay was not
growing and with so little pasture, we had already started

continued on page 10

Break weed/disease/insect cycles

Reduce soil erosion
Increase microbial diversity

Improve soil structure/reduce co

Manage/improve nutrient'cycling

Improve water-holding or nutrient-ho

" Diversify crop rotation
Protect high-traffic areas
Attract beneficial organisms

ing capacity
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“We love it in the maternity pen!”

{4 100 111 m!

“We have been using Udder Comfort™
for 8 years and just love it in our
maternity pen!” says 4th generation
dairyman Alan Mesman, pictured above
with wife Anita during the 2016 WODPA
Conference. Alan and his son Ben and
daughter Samantha operate Mesman
Farms, a 110-cow robotic organic dairy
near Mt. Vernon, Washington.

“As an original user, we did one of the
first DHI comparisons 8 years ago,
coating udders of high-count cows. We
were surprised when our SCCs fell by
40,000. We then transitioned to using
Udder Comfort routinely after calving to
manage udder edema and milk quality.

With robotic milking in place 3 years,
the Mesmans continue to make sure
fresh cows get Udder Comfort.

— Alan Mesman

R Alan (Anita), Ben (Chelsy) and Samantha Mesman
‘ # Robotic Organic Dairy, 110 cows, SCC 150,000

“We use it in the maternity pen for

4 milkings to remove edema and
soothe irritation, especially on the new
heifers. | like seeing positive change in
working with the cows and watching the
progress of our Holstein/Jersey herd.
Udder Comfort plays a big part, helping
fresh cows reach their potential.”

UDDERYCOMFORTE
Quality Udders Make Quality Milk
Keep the milk in
the system ¥ _

1.888.773.7153 1.613.652.9086
uddercomfort.com i Wg
Call to locate a distributor near you.

For external application to the udder only after milking, as an

essential component of udder management. Always wash and
dry teats thoroughly before milking.
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to feed our ‘winter feed’ It was late July, there still was time to
do something, but with virtually no moisture in the ground, do
what? After considering our choices, we started planting BMR
sorghum-sudangrass, BMR millet, and BMR sudangrass. These
are warm season ‘C-4’ grasses that are very efficient with mois-
ture and are able to grow during hot dry weather.

By early October, the BMR sorghum-sudangrass fields were over
6 ft tall, lush, filled with juicy sugar, in prime condition to chop
and stuff into a silage bag. By early November, the red clover
underseeding that we had frost-seeded into our small grains

had grown enough to chop. As the BMR crops came off, we
planted winter triticale and Austrian winter peas that will provide
top-quality forage next spring, about the time when supplies

run short, and give us opportunity to double-crop the fields to
soybeans or dry beans.

A neighbor looked at his hay supplies and came up with a differ-
ent approach. After harvesting wheat, he planted tillage radish,
forage turnip and cowpeas. Usually considered cover-crop spe-
cies, these also can make for good grazing or greenchop with the
benefits of soil loosening, nutrient sequestration, and nitrogen

Wrapped baleage.
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fixation.

Had we relied only on the traditional perennial cool-season hay
species that are typical of upstate New York, we would be like
many dairy farmers this year, with barns that are distressingly
empty, already purchasing expensive hay with most of the winter
yet to come. But instead, by quickly switching to crops better
suited to the hot dry conditions, we and our neighbors have
ended up with enough forage.

PRACTICING ‘CULTURAL DEFENSE’. Thisisa
3 rather intriguing thought-process, a system of planning
@ ahead to be better prepared for the unknown. This is
not exactly new, but perhaps it needs to be taken to a higher level
of intention and engagement.

Winter is a good time to map out scenarios and strategies,

such as ‘how should I plan to control weeds in row crops in a
drought?”, “how will I control weeds when it rains?” , “what must
I change if it rains all the time?”. Rather than being reactive, now
is a good time to be proactive, actively planning decision-tree
strategies, acquiring versatile equipment, and being prepared for
different possible variables.

In a drought, weeds are very easy to desiccate but hard to bury or
suffocate. Aggressive cultivation generally won't hurt deeper-

continued on page 12
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When Correcting Your
Soil Costs Too Much!

By Neal Kinsey

hat good is a soil test if it costs too much to follow
the advice given?

More often than not, this is a major complaint con-
cerning fertilizer requirements, even from those who believe they
should follow the recommended advice as closely as possible.

The first step to correctly answer this question is to determine
what the grower has in mind to accomplish. Without under-
standing what is actually wanted from a soil test, it is possible
that the best approach for that specific situation is not what the
one making the recommendations has in mind.

Most soil samples are taken in a hurry, sent in a hurry and results
are expected “in a hurry” as well. Consequently, very valuable
information that could be most helpful for recommending the
best program to the farmer or grower may not have even been
provided.

As an example, Kinsey Agricultural Services provides a soil
worksheet to be filled out as completely as possible by all of

those who send samples for analysis and recommendations. The
requested information is important to understand and needed

to make the best recommendations and to minimize delays in
getting the results back in the shortest possible time. When the
proper information is not supplied it often results in added delays
in order to determine what to do.

On that worksheet, in the lower left hand corner is a box listing
four types of recommendations that can be requested. Excellent,
Building, Maintenance and Minimum are shown there with a
note that the program to be used for attaining an excellent soil
will be used if no box is checked. Some just do not take the time
to consider this as important and fail to check the appropriate
box. But many actually feel that Excellent is the program they
want to follow, and it truly would be best provided enough funds
are available to cover the cost. But most only want the excel-
lent program until they see how expensive that is to accomplish.
Then they have a program that is needed for providing the best
results from that soil for growing high yields and excellent qual-
ity, but it costs so much some just throw up their hands and say
the program is too expensive.

When you get the best, it will generally cost more. This is es-
pecially true where crops have been grown over and over again
without adequately replacing all of those nutrients that have been
removed. When growing crops for years on the same land with-
out replacing what is taken out year by year, it will usually cost
quite a bit extra to try and put it back as soon as possible. How
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many years has it been, if ever,

since needed sulfur and micronu-

trients have been adequately ap-
plied on soils that are still shown
to be sorely deficient? We see
soils that have received manure
or compost or small amounts of
various trace elements in pur-

Neal Kinsey

chased fertilizers for years that
Kinsey Agricultural Servies  Still fall into that category.
297 COUNTY HWY 357 However, when funds are limited,

Charleston, MO 63834
PHONE: 573-683-3880

FAX: 573-683-6227

E-MAIL: neal@kinseyag.com
WEBSITE: www.kinseyag.com

does that mean there is no other
approach that can still be utilized
based on the soil test? The

needs are still there, but under
the circumstances, which ones
should provide the greatest advantage for producing the best
crop? Most growers want an excellent soil. But playing catch-
up on what has been taken and not replaced for years can add
significantly to the cost. That’s when most start thinking more

in terms of a minimum program of fertility. Yet the minimum
program should only be considered when you have absolutely no
other choice, and even then, keeping in mind that it is only a very
temporary solution. That is because when actually using such a
program, you are removing nutrients that are presently adequate
for producing the crop without replacing them. Depending on
whether those levels are good or barely adequate could make a
big difference in the condition of the next crop that needs to be
grown there.

There is still an additional choice that can be made when it costs
too much to apply everything to build the soil toward achieving
its top potential in the shortest period of time — which is what the
“excellent” fertility program is intended to accomplish. If grow-
ers cannot do that, then spend the available budget where it will
make the most difference for the crop to be grown.

Most fertilizer programs are designed with no real regard for
what nutrient levels are in the soil. Whether levels are good

or bad, or for those who do not even know what those levels
would need to be, farmers and growers are led to believe the best
approach to fertilizer use is to feed the plants. And that feed-

ing program is too often based on what amount of fertilizer it
requires to grow that yield, regardless of what the soil test shows
to be there. When this is the case, soils that are in excellent shape
get the same recommended fertilizer program as those that are
in poor shape. As a result, how many farmers have been led to
believe that they only need one fertilizer program to grow each
crop on the entire farm? In such cases, who really needs a good
soil test anyway? Just put on what it takes to grow the expected
proven yield and hope things get better, or maybe at least stay the
same.

The Albrecht system of soil fertility is designed to feed the soil

continued on page 15
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Resilient Farming
continued from page 10

planted crops, but it is tempting to slow down on cultivating
when you don’t see weeds. Many of our neighbors did that this
summer figuring it was too dry for weeds to grow, and then were
unpleasantly surprised when rain started in September and the
weeds came on strong.

In wet years, weeds have big tops with small roots. It is impor-
tant to set weeders and cultivators to bury, rather than to pull
weeds to the soil surface, since they are not likely to dry. Use
brief breaks in the weather to get over as many fields as possible,
not trying to painstakingly get every weed. When it rains all the
time, don’t be tempted to plant later than optimal. Sometimes
that pays off, but often it is a waste of time and seed.

More yield is lost at harvest and in storage than most farmers
realize. Be sure harvest equipment and storage facilities are
repaired, functional, clean and accessible before you need them.
Have access to a good moisture tester and know how to use it.
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Harvest grain at physiological maturity rather than waiting for it
to dry in the field. Several years ago, we invested in tracks for the
combine, allowing us to continue harvest even in mud and snow.
Especially if fields are weedy or wet, be prepared to clean and dry
grain quickly, a good rotary cleaner can often save a weedy crop
of grain if used promptly after harvest. Regularly monitor grain
in bins and wagons for deterioration, insects, and heating, and be
prepared to act quickly if problems are detected.

Sometimes conditions force creativity. After such a dry summer,
October was so wet that it was impossible to get the usual dry-bean
harvest equipment through the fields. Fearing wed lose a surpris-
ingly beautiful crop of pinto and kidney beans, we brainstormed
with one employee who had worked for a vegetable processor. He
suggested we try a snap-bean harvester that strips the pods off the
plants. Wagon loads of pods and leaves came back to the barnyard
and were threshed through the bean combine - but the mission
was accomplished and the beans saved! Unexpectedly, we found
that the cows totally love eating the dry pods, bean plants and stray
beans! What looked like impending disaster turned into successful
bean harvest after all, along with a very large pile of additional feed
for our cows. I think we can call this serendipity this year, but in the
future, we will know this is a viable option.

SOIL HEALTH MANAGEMENT

A healthy soil is filled with a balanced and

active diversity of healthy microbes and

cycling organic matter that will :

(1) hold more water in dry years,

(2) promote better drainage-in wet years,

(3) hold soil in place resisting erosion,

(4) prevent rampant root disease,

(5) w;th strong particle aggregatlon to resist
compactlon

(6) promote good water infiltration,

(7) sequester carbon from the air

(8) provide nutrients to sustain good healthy

crops under a variety of climatic conditions
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ADAPTING NEW TECHNOLOGY. The world of

agricultural equipment is changing fast right now, with
@ new options for GPS guidance, new tools for weed
control, and new computer monitoring to improve precision. It
can get expensive since much of it is developed in Europe, so we
must carefully examine options to determine what will actually
pay back the investment on our farms.

Improving seed placement, reducing tillage and fine-tuning weed
control have been priorities for us. Klaas and our son, Peter,
have spent much time evaluating European planters, drills, and
the myriad of creative tools recently invented to remove weeds.
Some machines are truly surreal in their approach and others not
appropriate to our farm, but we have upgraded to several newer-
style cultivators and weeders. We have also incorporated GPS
and other computer positioning, and we feel we now can achieve
better weed control with fewer field passes, less soil disruption,
less fuel, and less time.

Purchased energy remains a major obstacle to sustainability on
all farms, both organic and conventional. With increasing horse-
power tractors, massive bin fans, grain dryers, baleage wrappers,
refrigeration and more, a typical farm consumes an enormous
amount of fossil fuel-based energy.

About 5 years ago, we started installing solar panels on the roof
of one barn. This has progressed to cover two more barns, now

continued on page 14

GRAZE WITH THE BEST

Looking for the best genetics to make efficient use of
your pastures? Then it’s time for you to call on CRV USA.

We have genetics proven in the most intensive grazing
systems around the world, with the qualities grass-based
dairy producers need to build their ideal herd. Whether

you're breeding for fertility, efficiency, or components,

CRV’s diverse lineup brings you the genetics to meet

your grazing operation.

Contact us today to speak with a CRV Genetic
Consultant in your area or to order a Grass-Based
Genetics Catalog. Direct shipping available.

CRV

BETTER COWS | BETTER LIFE

855 CRV COWS | www.CRV4ALL.us | info@CRV4ALL.us
CRV USA | 2423 American Lane | Madison, WI 53704
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at over 60 kw and still growing. With plummeting cost of
solar panels and inverters, installing solar power is increas-
ingly cost effective. We have replaced nearly all the stationary
electricity used on the farm with solar, including lighting, bin
fans, shop tools, and the spelt dehuller. We traded several
pickup trucks for an electric Smart Car and a Nissan Leaf be-
cause very rarely do we actually need the capacity of a pickup
truck to go between fields or run for parts. House water is
heated with solar panels on the garage, and we are actively
pursuing an electric soybean roaster to eliminate that major
consumer of propane. An electric chainsaw is used to cut the
wood that heats the house.

This shift is only partly because we philosophically seek to ‘re-
duce our carbon footprint, though that is certainly something
we care about. The bigger reason is that we see that purchased
petroleum-based energy makes us increasingly vulnerable to
national and international politics, to a dwindling supply and
rising prices, too dependent on forces outside our control.

Make Your Feed Succeed

With Thorvin

Thorvin is nature’s most complete
mineral source. Loaded with bioavailable nutrients,
Thorvin supports reproductive, digestive, and
thyroid health...for just pennies a day!

Animals Thrive on Thorvin

www.thorvin.com
800.464.0417

Waorld's Fimest Nutrients

NODPA NEWS

ORGANIC PRODUCTION

PAGE 14

It is much better to take control of our energy generation and
consumption now, using the sunlight that arrives on our farm
each day, with intention, intelligence and planning, rather than
to be forced into less desirable changes later.

556 0

After we had been farming organically for a few years, we
started thinking it was time to write the definitive book on
organic field crop production. But, we were raising a fam-
ily, farming and starting a feed mill, so the book took back
burner only for it to then become very apparent that we will
never write the definitive book, as our understanding, our
challenges, our decisions and our confidence change with
each year. We will never stop learning nor will we ever stop
improving our practices, especially as erratic weather patterns
throw unexpected curve balls.

Our greatest challenge now is to create a resilient farming
system that is agile and elastic enough to roll with those curve
balls, allow for mid-stream changes, and to emerge productive
and smiling, no matter what the weather brings.

The Martens can be reached at Lakeview Organic Grain,
Penn Yan, NY, 315-531-1038 or by email,
mh@lakevieworganicgrain.com

UDDER CARE PRODUCTS

Winter Is Tough On Teat Condition

* Liniments ¢ Salve ¢ Teat Dips * Emollient Additives

VETERINARY DAIRY
LINIMENT™

UDDER FANCY™

ﬁ

. CRYSTAL
CREEK
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Order Online
www.crystalcreeknatural.com

Convenient Ordering
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When Correcting Your
Soil Costs Too Much

continued from page 11

and let the soil feed the plant. If the level of a nutrient in the soil
is sufficient to grow the crop then skip that one and go on to the
ones that are more limiting as that will make more difference in
terms of improving yields. This involves a program of prioritiz-
ing needed crop nutrients. Whatever is determined as priority #1
is supplied first, then #2 and then #3, until the budget is used up.
Using such a program enables the grower to put the money that
is available where it will make the most difference.

Furthermore, materials that actually build the available levels of a
needed nutrients in the soil should be applied to crops (regarded
as “soil feeders”) instead of plant feeders. Plant feeders are types
of fertilizer that must be picked up by the plants quickly, other-
wise they will be tied up and remain in a form that is no longer
useable and thus will not build in the soil and will not show up
on a soil test as available for the next crop. As the soil feeder
types of fertilizer, plus effective soil amendments are used to
build sufficient nutrient levels in the soil, then they are no longer
the most needed and can be placed further down the list con-
cerning where to spend the allotted budget for that crop or field.

Prioritizing fertility needs in a crop can be quite different for
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grass, vs, legume, vs. mixed grass/legume pastures, vs. oats, vs.
corn silage. But is such a thing really even possible, or just an-
other ploy to get farmers to use this service rather than some oth-
er one? Start small. Split a field and use the current program on
half and then use the testing for the prioritized nutrient program
on the other half. Determine to carry through with the test for
three years on good soils. It takes even less time on poorer soils.
But check to see whether the extra testing and expense is worth
the difference before making full use of the program.

It works and it works very well. That is the way we have built our
business. ¢

Neal Kinsey, from Charleston, Missouri, USA, owns and operates
Kinsey Agricultural Services, Inc., a company which specializes in
soil fertility management. The program is based on the system of
providing soil nutrients to correctly treat the soil and the plants that
grow there, using soil chemistry to correct the soil’s physical struc-
ture to build the “house” which enables the biology to flourish. Our
business includes working with most major food and fiber crops
throughout the world. Consulting includes soils received for analy-
sis and recommendations from every state in the United States and
from over 75 countries, principally from the U.S., Canada, Mexico,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Great Britain, Germany,
Austria and France. Detailed soil audits will determine specific
fertilization programs based on each individual soil and its fertility
requirements.

This article is paid advertising.

Peter Ruegemer Dairy Farm Blue River Corn Silage

Blue River Hybrids combines in-house research and
elite genetics to offer you the best performing products
»waamE on the market. Our products are backed by
‘;;?&-‘}i years of testing and quality control, ensuring
ERGEEE your seed purity — every time.

PLANT ORGANIC. FARM BETTER.

blue river
hybrids

Organic Seed
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Organic Milk Pay,
Retail and Feed Prices
for January 2017
By Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director

ales of organic fluid milk increased by four

percent a year through October 2015-Oc-

tober 2016, compared to the same period
in 2014-2015. This is compared to zero growth in
sales for the same period 2013-2014 compared to
2014-2015. The average retail price for organic half
gallons in 2016 was $3.96 compared to $3.90 in
2015. Pay price to organic dairy producers fell by
an average of $2 per hundred pounds in 2016. The
major milk buyers are not taking on new produc-
ers; have asked existing producer suppliers to limit
growth in production; and there are farms in the
process of transitioning to organic that do not have
an organic buyer. Organic milk is being sold into
the conventional market at rock bottom prices
while conventional milk in the Northeast is being
dumped as capacity to balance supply was over-
whelmed. We are now suffering the consequences
of a surplus supply situation despite historically
high sales of organic fluid milk, plus the rapid in-
crease of grassmilk sales. To have a surplus despite
an increase of four percent in fluid retail sales,
mostly in whole milk, we can assume that produc-
tion must have increased by six or seven percent.
This increase came from higher yield, by feed-
ing cheaper purchased feed, or an increase in the
number of organic dairy cows through continuous
transition from conventional status (still possible
without the Origin of Livestock Final Rule) or
transitioning of farms.

‘Why wasn't this surplus absorbed by the milk-
hungry organic manufacturers? We do not have
independent volume data for organic milk sold
into manufacturing but manufacturers need a
consistent supply to justify launching new product
lines so can't respond quickly to an availability of
more supply. There is also the availability of organi-
cally certified processing capacity which is limited
because of the oversupply in the conventional milk
market. This lack of availability of organic process-

Average retail value of organic milk
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ing is one reason CROPP recently announced two

major capital projects: the purchase of a creamery
in McMinnville, Oregon, and the construction of
a cheese-cutting facility in Cashton, Wisconsin.
Another alternative reason why manufacturers
haven't taken advantage of this surplus might be
that they were already committed to purchasing
cheaper imports to ensure a steady supply of dairy

ingredients.

CROPP’s recent multi-year agreement with
General Mills to build the organic milk supply,
by supporting the transition of 20 mostly Amish
farmers from conventional to organic produc-
tion, highlights the manufacturers’ need to have a
dedicated, multi-year supply as they expand their
portfolio of organic brands.

CROPP has also adopted another approach to
solving the challenges of processing and distribu-
tion by collaborating with Dean Foods to create a
50/50 joint venture which is called Organic Valley
Fresh. They will share the management of their
combined High Temperature Short Time (HTST)
organic business targeting this shorter shelflife
product that is seen as fresher, more local and
better tasting product. This pasteurization method
is favored for “Grass Milk” brands and is also
preferred by some private label customers, for ex-
ample, Whole Foods’ 360 brand. The joint venture
will bring an infrastructure that has the possibility
to open new markets and increase the sales of the
Organic Valley brand. Dean Foods will utilize its
network of refrigerated, direct-to-store distribution
points in stores across the country which delivers
products to more than 140,000 locations to lower
the cost of sales and distribution, plus increase

the availability of the Organic Valley brand. Sales
teams from both companies will sell CROPP’s
organic HTST milk products. Dean will replace its
Horizon milk volume with Organic Valley volume.
Also, Dean has spare capacity in its HT'ST process-
ing plants that can be utilized by the joint venture.

It’s difficult to see how the proposed CROPP/Dean
joint venture will increase Organic Valley product
sales dramatically although it is possibly a good

continued on page 18
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Million Estimated Total US Sales of Organic Fluid milk Products 2008-2016
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Pay & Feed Prices

continued from page 17

defense against the Group Danone expansion into the US organic
market. The CROPP/Dean joint venture, which will be launched in
the Fall of 2017, will not have any impact on the current surplus and
is questionable as to whether it will increase the volume of sales in
the long term. The success of this joint venture will rely on increasing
the sales of the Organic Valley brand of products in a highly compet-
itive retail dairy case that is increasingly full of non-bovine/vegetable
milks (soy, almond, etc.). Horizon continues to occupy their long-
term position as the brand leader in the retail sales of fluid organic
product with over 25% of the market, followed by private label /store
brand as a close second.

The proposed acquisition of WhiteWave by Danone will increase the
competitiveness of the Horizon brand and WhiteWave's vegetable
milk brands. Group Danone leadership sees the expansion of sales of
vegetable milks as an important factor in the WhiteWave acquisition
which is growing at 13% per year as opposed to the 4% growth in

organic milk.

Space in a dairy case has always been highly competitive and product
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availability and regular servicing of accounts is only one requirement.
Most retailers require lower prices, higher margins and constant
promotional offers. HTST milk cannot be centrally warehoused and
does have the logistical problem of regular out of date returns which
retailers do not like. Hopefully, we have moved on from the “good
old days” of paying buyers cash for shelf space or to block your com-
petition. Brand loyalty in the case of Horizon is not easy to overcome
and moving consumers from store brand to Organic Valley brand
would be on price and a distinct marketing campaign about the
benefits of supporting the branded product.

Given the history of Dean (formerly called Dean Foods) and their
business practices towards producers, it is more likely that producers’
pay price will suffer in order for the Organic Valley Fresh to compete
on price with private label and Horizon product in order to increase
their share in the retail milk case. Dean has a responsibility to its
shareholders to make the joint venture successful based on payment
for their services. CROPP has its obligations to the joint venture plus
their responsibility to their nearly 1,000 employees and the profit-
ability of the whole cooperative to factor into increasing the margins
available from sales, channeled through the joint venture. Pay price is
the one area that CROPP controls, and history shows that this is the
first area that is sacrificed when costs need to be lowered.

Cinnatube™

The natural dry cow alternative

Dry cow tube for reduction of
new mastitis infections.

www.nhewagritech.com

607-379-3793

New Agritech, Inc
Locke, NY 13092

Dry cow issues are amongst the most expensive
problems to the dairy farmer and there has been no product for
the organic farmer to use.

Peer reviewed literature in the USA and Europe
shows just how effective Cinnatube is.

A recent peer reviewed article, conducted by North Carolina State
University, and published in the Journal of Dairy Science
concluded that, "The efficacy of the herbal products [Cinnatube]
was similar to that of conventional [Antibiotic] therapy, and the
herbal products had no apparent adverse effects.”
www.journalofdairyscience.org/article/S0022-0302(14)00270-7/pdf

Guaranteed no antibiotic residue and no black spots
in your milking filters. For organic production.




JANUARY 2017

The acquisition of WhiteWave will make Danone the largest buyer of
organic milk in the US according to Errol Schweizer, a former Whole
Foods executive who is now an industry adviser. With so much con-
solidation in the organic market, CROPP will be unable to match the
leverage and access to capital that these corporations have. The joint
venture with Dean will be a useful tool to increase distribution but
without an influx of capital to promote the Organic Valley product
line, and to match Danone’s expansion, it is difficult to assess what

effect the new venture will have on sales.

The fear is that the next headline will be a CROPP merger with
another cooperative to become only a wholesaler of organic milk
while selling their brand to Dean Food, General Mills, Uniliver (Ben
and Jerry’s) or any of the other companies wanting to break into the
market. This would not be a great change in emphasis for CROPP
and would tie in well with its store brand/private label business
which takes a large percentage of its current supply and their mis-
sion to expand the number of acres in organic production. BUT, we
are also living in a time of great opportunity and change. CROPP
could adopt a more aggressive position with Organic Valley Fresh. If
Danone is required to sell off their subsidiary, Stonyfield Yogurt and
retail milk brands, to satisfy the Justice Department approval of their
acquisition of WhiteWave, Organic Valley Fresh or some similar
CROPP joint venture would be ideally positioned to purchase the

Supporting organic
farms with forage |
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yield and quality!/
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brand. This would expand their retail presence and their product
mix while securing a market for their producers, particularly those in
New England and the Northeast.

Feed corn is still trading at $7 per bushel, about $2 lower than De-
cember 2015, and soybeans are priced at $17 per bushel as compared
with $20 in December 2015. The last time the prices were this low
was in January 2011. Organic hay costs are within the same range as
last year, with hay being offered at $50 per round bale or $150-200 a
ton FOB with a good supply. Cheap foreign feed still dominates the
market and undercuts domestic producers.
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The American Grassfed Association Grassfed Dairg
Standard to be launched February 8th 2017

by Ed Maltby, NODPA Executive Director

The American Grassfed Association’s (AGA) Board of Direc-
tors has given final approval to the new AGA Grassfed Dairy
Standard. More than a year in development, the standard

is the result of the work of a diverse group of stakeholders,
including representatives from AGA, Organic Valley, Maple
Hill Creamery, Traders Point Farm Organics, Trickling
Springs Creamery, Cabriejo Creamery, Pennsylvania Certified
Organic and NOFA New York. Independent dairy consultants
Dr. Meg Cattell, Dr. Arden Nelson and Dr. Silvia Abel-Caine

contributed their expertise.

While AGA has offered a Grassfed meat certification program
in the United States since 2009, the rapid growth of the Grass-
fed dairy market and lack of government oversight on labeling

claims has highlighted the need for a dairy-specific standard.

The working group collaborated using a three-pronged ap-

proach to create the science-based, marketing claim:

o To ensure the healthy and humane treatment of dairy

animals.

o To meet consumer expectations about grassfed dairy

products.

o To be economically feasible for small and medium-size

dairy farmers.

The working group is currently developing a timeline and
procedure for implementation of the new standard, with an
anticipated roll-out at AGAs annual producer conference
February 8-9, 2017 at the Stone Barns Center for Food and
Agriculture in Pocantico Hills, NY.

CROPP has played a leading role in developing these stan-
dards, hiring Mark Lipson, former USDA organic policy
advisor and current research associate at the Center for Agro-
ecology & Sustainable Food Systems, University of California,

Santa Cruz, as a consultant to move the process forward.

CROPP has also recently expanded its pool of organic and
Grassfed producers. They announced in December that they
have created a new route with twelve 100 percent Grassfed
dairies in the Mid-Atlantic to increase production of its Or-
ganic Valley Grassmilk branded milk products. The produc-
tion expansion makes CROPP the largest producer of organic,

100 percent grass-fed dairy in the country.

The twelve new Organic Valley Grassmilk dairy farmers are
located in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania and are con-
nected with the existing milk route between the states from
Myerstown, PA., to Dayton, Va. With Organic Valley’s region-
al model, milk is produced, bottled and distributed right in
the region where it is farmed to ensure fewer miles from farm
to table and to support local economies. It is thought that
CROPP’s recently formed joint venture with Dean will take
full advantage of the Dean’s under-utilized HTST processing
plants to increase the local packaging of the Grassfed milk
brand across the country, especially in the East, where there is

both supply and expanding consumer demand.

In 2016 CROPP created a new Northeast Grassmilk route
leading from New York to Pennsylvania. With the recent ad-
ditions, the farmer-owned cooperative now has a total of 121
Grassmilk dairies across the country, in California, Wiscon-
sin, Ohio, Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Maryland. More Grassmilk dairy farmers are expected to join
the CROPP cooperative in 2017 to support additional growth

and new product development.

The new standard is similar to organic certification in that it
addresses a wide variety of practices but without the rigor-
ous inspection, certification process and enforcement that
organically certified has. In fact, in some cases the door is
wide open for abuse; for example animals can be identified
by batch rather than individually and re-admittance to the

program can be interpreted too broadly, “The producer files
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a request for a reprieve from conditions specified in 1, 2, and
3 if terminated Grassfed certification is due to extenuating
circumstances.”